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LA SHOWS GO
HEAD TO HEAD
Two textile shows emerged in Los Angeles this spring, featuring knit trends
including interesting surface textures and bold graphics, however, there was a
cooling of interest in organic cotton, as Kathy Swantko reports
Registration at GlobalTex

Fabrics on display in the trend
gallery at the LA Textile Show

The two-show battle began when TALA
pulled its support from the LA Textile
Show, and searched elsewhere for a
textile show partner. That partner was
MCM, which had been looking for an
opportunity to enter the LA market with a
trade show. The new show, GlobalTex is
being touted as the “first full-scale
production and design tradeshow in the
US, presenting the complete supply chain
for apparel”. Organisers say GlobalTex
stands apart “because of its breadth of
fresh domestic and international
resources, spot-on trend information,
helpful services such as matchmaking
and margin-expanding seminars”. MCM
also made a major investment in the show
with beautiful visual presentations and
lighting techniques, making for an exciting
tradeshow environment.

New standard

his spring has seen a battle
brewing between two major Los
Angeles textile shows. The
incumbent is the Los Angeles
International Textile Show, organised by
the California Market Center (CMC),
which has been the primary textile and
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design show in LA since 1993. The
challenger is GlobalTex, a new player in
the LA textile show market, organised by
the Market Center Management (MCM),
Dallas, Texas, and the Textile Association
of Los Angeles (TALA). Both shows took
place in April.

“We have met our goal of setting a new
standard for West Coast trade events,”
says Bill Winsor, president and CEO,
Market Center Management Company.
“Attendance far exceeded our
expectations, and the fresh design, quality
exhibitors, and relevant seminars added
up to a big success. We look forward to
tripling the number of exhibitors for
October as the most progressive show in
the United States.”
Not to be outdone, the LA Textile Show
also made some changes to improve its
position in the market. Added to the show
was a new trend gallery on the penthouse
floor, in addition to the traditional trend
gallery in the main atrium.
“We wanted to give visitors a preview of
the trend gallery when they first enter the
show, and then continue their experience
with more exhibits on the show floor in the
KNITTING INTERNATIONAL
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Penthouse,” says Chelsea Matthews,
senior tradeshow manager. “We included
a few different displays to ensure that
buyers were able to interact with the
exhibits during their visit to the LA Textile
Show.”
Moving forward into autumn 2009, the
LA Textile Show is teaming up with Urban
Expositions to launch the 2009 West
Coast edition of Material World and
Technology Solutions.
Tim von Gal, partner of Urban
Expositions, explains: “When the
opportunity arose to co-locate with a wellestablished, successful event like the LA
International Textile Show, the list of
benefits to the industry could not be
ignored. Together we will bring an
unprecedented international product and
service resource that promises to become
the must-attend event for the sewn
products industry.”
Knit trends evident at both shows
emphasised interesting surface texture,
whimsical prints and bold graphics. Circle
patterns and dots were plentiful, along
with fancy novelty treatments, and
conversational prints. Novelty knits
included the use of metallic yarns on
fancy knit constructions made with natural
yarns, fine gauge jacquard effects, and
heavy textured transitional knits. Overall,
textile makers go for fabrics that
emphasise the bright side. The pattern
trends include new surface treatments,
whimsical prints and bold graphics.
One notable change from last season
was the reported decline in importance of
organic cotton. According to several
exhibitors, while the interest in recycled
fabrics remains strong, the high price of
organic cotton, combined with recent
marketing about sustainable conventional
cotton production and processing, has
taken a toll on demand for organic cotton.
Exhibitor at the LA Textile Show,
Sextet Fabrics, knitter/converter of
women’s sportswear, dresses and
intimate apparel fabrics, works for both
branded and private label apparel
manufacturers for moderate and better
retailers and catalogues.
The company focuses on niche and
novelty cut-and-sew knitted fabrics,
custom fabric developments and custom
dyeing. Sextet features a variety of yarns
including rayon, Micromodal, Meryl nylon,
Tactel nylon, combed cotton, Supima
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Buyers examine knitted fabrics
displayed in the Eclat Textile
Company booth at GlobalTex

cotton, spandex, wool, polyester, Tencel,
and bamboo/cotton blends. It also
featured spacer fabrics targeted towards
the intimate apparel market and doublefaced fabrics in blends of rayon/nylon,
and spandex, at its stand.
The company used the LA Textile
Show to highlight its soft Modal and
MicroModal/cotton blends, washable
wools, and fine denier rayon/spandex
jerseys.

Specialty knits
Pacific Coast Knitting Mills, which
maintains a 50,000sq ft knitting facility in
Huntington Park, California, promoted a
variety of specialty knits for the
contemporary/designer market. The
company is known for its high-end, Italianlike knit fabrics at reasonable prices.
Among the fabrics generating interest
at the LA Textile Show were fine denier
burn-outs in lacy transparent or
opaque/sheer combinations, mini
jacquards in single and double knit
constructions, silk/cashmere blends,
cashmere/bamboo blends, MicroModal
knits, 50s/60s cotton knits, and hemp
specialty blends.
Leading textile/apparel manufacturer,
Innovative Textiles, based in New Delhi,
India, used GlobalTex to promote its
vertical yarn spinning, knitted fabric
production, and garment production
services for the US market.
The company produces 16,000 apparel
pieces per day including T-shirts, polo
shirts, knitted sportswear, dresses and
childrenswear, made from a variety of

cotton yarns, cotton blends, and specialty
yarns. The complete packages are then
sold to retailers throughout the world.
Eclat Textile Company is a Taiwanbased vertical producer of circular knit
fabrics for the high performance
activewear, intimate apparel, swimwear,
yoga, and casual sportswear markets.
The company produces all types of
knitted fabrics, including single knit
jersey, interlock, rib knit, jacquard, terry
knit and fleece.
Products generating interest in the Eclat
booth at GlobalTex included knits made
from recycled yarns, fine-denier burn-outs,
and the company’s newest performance
fabric, Double-Impact. This new fabric in a
pique knit is 94% polyester/6% Lycra and
has a water repellent face and a moisture
absorbing back, making it an ideal knit
fabric for casual outdoorwear. KI

Sextet Fabrics spacer fabrics for
the intimate apparel market,
featured at the LA Textile Show
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