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T o remain competitive in the global market, the U.S. textile industry

needs to be the leader in developing new technologies and innova-

tions. As a result, the industry is looking to schools to provide edu-

cational programs and services to help businesses remain on the cutting

edge. There is no place where this has become more evident than in the

state of North Carolina, where textile production continues to be one of

state’s leading industries.

Located in Belmont, NC, the Textile Technology Center, formerly called

the NC Center for Applied Textile Technology, is one school that has a

long history of providing support to North Carolina’s textile industry. It

originally began in 1941 as an independent trade school supporting the

war efforts. After the war, the school continued to play a significant role

in helping the North Carolina textile industry remain competitive in man-

ufacturing quality products, and maintaining a well-trained workforce.

Today, the Textile Technology Center is a part of Gaston College. With

input from an Advisory Board of textile professionals from across North

Carolina, the Center offers such services as testing labs, product proto-

typing and sample production.

John Anderson, director of the East Campus & Textile Technology

Center, explains, “The Textile Technology Center at Gaston College was

chartered by the State of North Carolina in 2005 to be a center of excel-

lence that serves the textile industry. With this charter, the Center

assumed the assets and the 64-year legacy of the North Carolina Center

for Applied Textile Technology, and is now in its third year of operation

on its current mission of serving some 220 textile firms along the fiber-to-

finished-product supply chain.”

The Textile Technology Center launched its inaugural Manufacturing

Excellence Seminar Series in February 2008, which was partially funded

by a grant from Lowes Home Improvement Stores. The funds were used

to produce course materials, develop curriculum, and market the pro-

gram to the industry.

The seminar offerings in February, March and April 08 focused on spe-

cific aspects of the yarn manufacturing process, including seminars on

such topics as Yield Management and Waste Optimization, Improving

Weight Variation, and Fiber Alignment and Quality. 

In May a three-session seminar was offered on the short staple spinning

practiced in the region. This included open-end spinning, followed by ring

and compact spinning, and finally jet and vortex spinning.  

According to Anderson, those attending rated the course content and

materials as excellent, and high on the cost/ benefit scale, which he

called particularly gratifying. “With the pressures of global competition,

and the need to keep staffs lean throughout the industry, this series was

designed to deliver practical, useful information in a five to six hour ses-

sion that would allow participants to spend a full workday or less in trav-

el and in the classroom, at a cost that was not prohibitive,” he explains.

The Textile Technology Center plans to continue the seminar series in

Fall ’08. On September 24-25 the focus will be on Preparing and Carding

Fibers. Anderson notes, “Since good yarn begins with properly carded

raw materials, there will be a total of four half-day sessions that follow

the process from opening fiber through yarn manufacturing.” 

Curriculum plans for October/November include courses on analyzing

yarn quality based on industry standards, and an opportunity to gain an

in-depth overview on the key aspects of the industry, encompassing fiber

and yarn formation, fabric formation, and dyeing and finishing.

The Center is looking ideas on future courses. If you have a topic of

interest, or want more information, please contact John Anderson at

Anderson.john@gaston.edu, or at 704-825-3737, extension 254. ✦
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